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of ways too obvious to require mention. To speak of educa-
tion as "adaptation to environment" is only a very partial
truth, for any satisfactory educative process will result in in-
creased power, in the individual and in the race, to mould that
environment nearer the heart's desire.
The discussion touches educational theory at other points
besides the central one of aim. At the beginnings of popular
education it was hoped and even believed that education, per-
sisted in for a few generations, would transform human nature
into something essentially nobler and liner than it had ever
been before. A belief in the transmission of acquired charac-
teristics was implicit in such hopes, and Weismann's decision
came as a great blow to educationists and sociologists. Critics
of education jeered, and spoke of the educator's wings having
been clipped. Education, they said, was futile, for each gene-
ration would have to start again at the beginning, not one
whit the better for the efforts expended on its parents. Even
under this blow, however, educators had the audacity to rear '
their heads; they were not slow to point out that, if Weismann
were correct, then the task of education was all the greater-
being nothing less than the saving of each generation from
barbarism. Some went even farther, completely turning the
tables on the critics. In Education and the Heredity Spectre Dr
F. H. Hayward was far from lamenting the non-transmission of
acquired characteristics; he argued that the educator ought
to rejoice that evil habits were not passed on, since he could be
sure of starting his work without a balance on. the adverse side.
With the question of the transmission of acquired character-
istics in its present unsettled state, it would not be wise to say
more. If, however, the work of McDougall and others receives
substantial corroboration we shall have grounds for hope that
the habits of one generation will be more readily acquired by
the next, and that the force of inertia which all educators have
to overcome will gradually break down. If this is so our re-
sponsibility for seeing that the acquired habits are good is all
the greater.
Perhaps Dr Hayward and other champions of the Hcrbar-
tian doctrine that education is all-powerful too optimistically